
The Lord’s Message:  A Message for Cracked Pots - Salvation 
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 We have been looking at Jesus’ genealogical record found in Matthew 1 during the 

season of Advent.  What we have found has been quite disturbing and shocking.  Jesus’s family 

is made up of liars, deceivers, scandalous affairs, prostitutes, idol worshippers, a rapist, a 

murderer, a Judean king who nailed the doors of the temple shut to prevent the people from 

worshipping God, and another Judean king who, after God had defeated the Assyrians,  

became prideful and claimed the victory for himself.  Talk about your skeletons in the closet.  

One would wonder are there any people in Jesus’ genealogical record that are faithful? At the 

end of the genealogical record, Matthew 1:16, we have two faithful persons, Joseph and 

Mary.  God would select these two to be Jesus’ earthly Dad and Mom.   

 

 Let us pray. 

 

 Mary is a young peasant girl growing up in Nazareth.  We are never told Mary’s age, but 

the age for marriage for a girl could be as young as 13 or 14 years old according to Jewish laws 

and customs of this time.  As we are not told Mary’s age, we are also not told Joseph’s age.  It  

could have been from 18 to 54 years old.  In the Bible it becomes very clear that both are 

people of faith.   

 

 Joseph never speaks in the Bible.  Joseph obeys God.  When an angel in his dream tells 

him to take Mary as his wife because the child in her in the expected Messiah, in Matthew 

1:24, he did as he was told.  After Jesus was born, Joseph was warned in a dream about King 

Herod wanting to kill Jesus.  In Matthew 2:14, he did as he was told.  When Joseph, again in a 

series of dreams, was told to return to Nazareth, in Matthew 2:21-23, he did as he was told.  

Joseph was a man of great faith and one can clearly see why God would select him to be Jesus’ 

earthly Dad.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Mary is a young woman of great faith.  Throughout the Gospels Mary’s faith is tested 

again and again.  Mary responds as a person of great faith.  Starting with the angel, Gabriel, 

coming to visit her in Luke 1:28-33.  Mary, of course, questioned how is this going to be 

accomplished in verse 34.  Gabriel explains God’s plan in verse 35.  Her simple and powerful 

response in found in verse 38.  This testing continues for 33 years.  She watches her son being 

born in a smelly stable.  She watches her son grow up and become a man.  Her heart is cracked 

when he is rejected by the people he grew up with in Nazareth.  Her heart is broken when he 

faces rejection after rejection.  Her heart is torn when she sees her son nailed on the cross.  I 

wonder how many times she recalled the words from Simeon at the dedication of her son in 

the temple.  We find Simeon’s blessing Luke 2:34-35.  In the Gospel of Luke, we are told over 

and over again “that Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  

Through all of this Mary kept the faith.  She might not have understood the plan, but she kept 

the faith.   

 

 Why a virgin birth?  One would be to fulfill prophecy.  In Isaiah 7:14, Jerusalem is under 

attack by the Assyrians.  The wicked King Ahaz is in charge.  This is the king that removed the 

worship of God for the land of Judah.  He even went so far as to have the doors of the temple 

nailed shut.  Isaiah, the prophet of God, tells King Ahaz to demand a sign from God that will 

prove that God will deliver His people.  Ahaz refuses.  Isaiah gives to Ahaz the most 

preposterous of all signs, a virgin giving birth.  We know that God will fulfill every prophecy 

that He makes, Luke 2:37.  700 hundred years later, the prophecy is fulfilled.  In Luke 2:11, the 

angels announced to shepherds that the prophecy has been fulfilled.   

 

 The second, and most important, reason for the virgin birth is that God loves cracked 

pots like us.  God created us to be in relationship with Him.  For a time, we had one on one 

communication with God.  Look at Genesis 3:8-9.  Human beings at that time, up until the 

present, have been trying to play hide and seek with our sins from God.  How has that worked 

out?  Miserably.  We cannot hide our sins from God.  Sin has penetrated all of creation.  The 

Apostle Paul points this out in Romans 5:12.   

 

 We have a problem.  Our very souls are made to be with God.  They are only fulfilled 

when they are connected with God.  Sin blocks our soul from connecting with God.  We can try 

all sorts of ways to fulfill that desire: sex, drugs, relationships, and possessions.  In the end, 

nothing works.  We are desperate, lonely, and broken people.  Cracked pots.  Is there a 

solution? 

 

  

 

 



Yes!  The Good News is what we could not do, God has already done.  Look at  

Romans 5:6-8.  In order for the sin to be removed from us a person who was without sin 

needed to die.  I do not fit those criteria and you do not fit those criteria.  In Romans 6:23, we 

do not have to worry about that.   

 

 How could God accomplish this?  Holy God cannot be around sin.  The only way that 

God could accomplish this was becoming one of His creations, a human being.  God, through 

His Holy Spirit, impregnated a faithful Nazarene girl, one who was betrothed to a faithful 

Nazarene man.  The result is that Jesus is fully human and fully divine.  Jesus is fully God and 

fully man.  Jesus has one difference from you and I.  Jesus is without sin.  Jesus was tempted 

over and over again in His earthly life, but Jesus did not sin.  Jesus became the perfect person 

to pay the penalty of sin.  When Jesus said from the cross on Calvary that, “It is finished.”  The 

work of salvation was done.  Nothing more needed to be done.  The penalty for sin, death, was 

accomplished.   

 

 We reap the benefits of this great act of love.  It is called Grace.  Grace is freely given.  

You cannot add to it or take anything away from it.  You only can accept it.  Mary’s response to 

the angel, Gabriel, should be our response, “May your word to me be fulfilled.”  Mary 

response in essence says,  “I believe that God will fulfill His promise.”   

 

 The work of salvation is done.  There is only one response that any of us can give, I 

believe in Jesus Christ to be God’s plan of salvation.  That is what Jesus told Nicodemus in  

John 3:16.   

 

 The virgin’s birth was necessary.  The virgin’s birth was the only plan of salvation that 

would work.  There in the book of Matthew, in Jesus’ genealogical history, is the salvation plan 

for all Cracked Pots, Matthew 1:16.   Tonight we celebrate Mary giving birth to the Son of God, 

Jesus the Messiah.  Merry Christmas!  Merry Christmas!  Merry Christmas!  Amen. 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

  


