
The Lord’s Message:  A Message for Cracked Pots: Peace 

Date:  December 18, 2022 

Where:  Tilghman United Methodist Church 

Scripture Reference:  2 Chronicles 32: 1-22 & Matthew 1:1, 10 

 

 We are moving through our Advent sermon series:  A Message for Cracked Pots.  We are 

looking at the wonderful genealogy recorded of Jesus, the Son of God.  Surely the people 

found in His genealogy would be noble or saintly people.  What we have discovered is that 

they were not.  They are not saints, but sinners.  Sinners, just like you and me.   

 

 We first began with Abraham, a man known for having great faith.  Such faith, that 

when God called Abraham to give his only son, Isaac, as an offering to God Abraham was 

obedient.  He trusted in God.  He showed great faith.  Just before he is to plunge the knife into 

his son God stopped him.  God showed him that there was a ram caught in the brush.  God 

told him to use that as the sacrifice.  Before all of this, Abraham was a liar.  He told his wife, 

Sarah, who was very beautiful, to lie and tell the Egyptians that she was his sister.  He was 

afraid for his life.  He did not show great faith.  We learned that the faith of cracked pots can 

grow from little to great.   

 

 The second Sunday of Advent we learned of the scandalous affair of Judah and Tamar.  

Judah was far from his family, far from his faith, and far from God.  God still loved Judah.  God 

loves us.  When Judah repented of his sin, God forgave Judah.  Judah was restored to his 

family.  His faith and his relationship with God were restored.  God loves all of us.  God wants 

us to be in relationship with Him.  When we confess our sin to God and repent of our sin, then 

we are lovingly forgiven.  The results are that our faith and our relationship with God is 

restored.    Cracked pots can experience this the Love of God through confession, repentance 

and restoration.  

 

 The third Sunday of Advent we learned that even cracked pots can have joy.  Ruth and 

Naomi had great loss in their lives.  Their joy had been reduced to ashes.  Ruth’s husband, 

Mahlon, died.  Naomi lost her husband, Elimelech, and both her sons, Kilion, and Mahlon.   

Despite this God was still at work in their lives.  God provided food.  God provided a person 

named Boaz who would be their kinsman-redeemer.  Through the marriage of Ruth to this 

kinsman-redeemer, Boaz, God blessed them with a boy.  This boy would be the grandfather of 

David and in the genealogy of Jesus.  Ruth’s and Naomi’s joy was restored.  Cracked pots can 

have joy when we realize that, in spite of our situation, God is always at work in our lives.   

 

 This Sunday, we are going to discover that cracked pots can have peace.   

 



 Let us pray. 

 

 How would you define “peace?”  The absence of war, strife, stress, and worry.  What are 

situations that rob you of your peace?  The loss of a loved one, job, financial difficulty, 

relationship problems, buying that perfect Christmas gift, being too busy, too much self-focus, 

wondering whether I am saved, wondering whether I have shown Jesus living in me to others, 

and wondering whether I am making the choices that God would want me to make.  The result 

of not having peace is worry and stress.  Our bodies were not designed to deal with worry and 

stress.  Too much worry and stress lead to heartaches and strokes.   

 

 We are going to look at how we can have peace, even in times of great stress.  Let us 

open our Bibles to 2 Chronicles 32:1.  In this passage of scripture there are two main people, 

Hezekiah and Sennacherib.  Hezekiah is the thirteenth king of Judah, starting with Saul.  He is 

the twelfth Davidic king.  He is the son of the wicked King Ahaz.  Under Ahaz, Judah was led 

away from God to worship the false god, Baal.  Hezekiah is just the opposite of his father.  The 

Bible says in 2 Chronicles 31:20 that Hezekiah obediently follows God.  He destroys all the 

idols of Baal, altars and pagan temples created by his father, Ahaz, and even destroys the 

other idols, altars and pagan temples created by King Solomon.  Ahaz had the doors of the 

temple in Jerusalem nailed shut.  He has the nails removed and restores the temple of God.  

He brings back the priests and all the religious ceremonies.  He watches as the nation of Israel 

falls to the hands of the Assyrians.    

 

 That brings us Sennacherib.  Sennacherib was the most famous of all the kings of 

Assyria.  He continued the conquest of nations as his father and fathers before him had.  He is 

most famous because of his march against Judah and Jerusalem.  In Isaiah 1:1-4, the Lord, 

through Isaiah, prophesized that Assyria would come against Judah and Jerusalem for their 

unfaithfulness.  

 

 In 2 Chronicles 32:1, the prophecy is being fulfilled.  Hezekiah takes bold steps to stop 

the advance.  In verses 3 & 4 he blocks off the water supply.  In verse 5a, he restores the walls 

and builds watch towers and additional walls.  In verse 5b, he makes weapons.  In verse 6, he 

organizes the army.  In verses 7 & 8, he strengths the people against the propaganda of the 

Assyrians.  In verses 10-19 is recorded the propaganda of Assyrians.  He does all of this 

because he has seen what has happened to Israel.  This is not enough.  I am sure that Hezekiah 

was worried.  He had no peace.  The mighty Assyrians were coming against him to destroy him 

and the nation of Judah, just like they had destroyed Israel and the other nations around 

them.   He was a cracked pot.   

 



Hezekiah does something that we should all do and that is pray to God.  In verse 20, 

King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah pray to God.  Does prayer work?  Let us take a look at 

Isaiah 37:5-7.  This is confirmed in verse 21a.  Sennacherib goes home in disgrace, not because 

of what Hezekiah has done to defeat him, but because of what God has done to defeat him.  In 

verse 21b, Sennacherib is done in by his own family.   

 

This is significant, because Sennacherib put his trust in his family’s heritage and in his 

army and weaponry.  God defeated his army and his weaponry.  His family’s heritage was no 

match for God.   

 

 Every one of us have been, or will be, in situations of stress and worry.  How should we 

deal with it?  I want you to listen to these scriptures, Psalm 34:4-7, Philippians 4:6-7, and 

Matthew 11:28-30.   

 

 Notice how Hezekiah made plans to deal with the battle.  Then Hezekiah turned his 

problem over to God and allowed God to fight his battle.  I find it amazing that during my time 

with God that God always provides me with the answer that I need.  As I was working on this 

message this week, God showed me something that I had probably read, but never picked up 

on this.  In my devotion, My Utmost for His Highest by Oswald Chambers, “We should not be 

spineless and automatically say, ‘Yes, it is the Lord’s will.’ We don’t have to fight or wrestle 

with God, but we must wrestle before God with things.  Beware of lazily giving up.  Instead put 

up a glorious fight and you will find yourself empowered with His strength.” 

 

 Hezekiah prepared for battle.  He wrestled with God about what he should do.  I believe 

that God gave Hezekiah the knowledge of how to prepare the city of Jerusalem for battle.  

Then, and only then, did Hezekiah turn it over to God.  I believe Hezekiah then experienced a 

feeling of peace.  Of course, the peace truly came when God defeated Sennacherib and the 

mighty army of Assyria and forced them to leave Judah.  God will fight our battles only after 

we wrestle the situation before him.  God is always with us.   

 

 Now, there is one thing that Hezekiah failed to do and that is give the glory to God.  

Who is the one who defeated Sennacherib, his army, his weaponry and his family heritage? 

God!  Not Hezekiah and his cutting off the water supply, his rebuilding and building new 

fortifications, his constructing new weapons, swords and shields, nor his organizing of an 

army.  God is the one that defeated the Assyrian king and God is the only one who deserves 

the glory.  Amen. 

 

 



 Hezekiah takes the glory for himself.  Look at verses 23 & 25.  Pride enters into 

Hezekiah’s heart.  Pride causes his destruction.  You recall Proverbs 16:18-19.  This is the result 

of Hezekiah’s pride.  In verse 24a, we discovered that Hezekiah’s pride causes him to become 

deathly sick.  But again, in verse 24b, Hezekiah turned to the Lord and repent of his prideful 

ways.  God healed him.  We need to always give the glory to God and not take the glory for 

ourselves.  Amen. 

 

 Jesus is always with us.  Another name for Jesus is Emmanuel.  Translated as God is with 

us.  God was with Hezekiah during the siege of the Assyrians.  Hezekiah found peace  As, 

cracked pots, we can only find peace in Jesus.   

 

 Guess who is found in the genealogy of Jesus?  You guessed it; it is Hezekiah in Matthew 

1:10. 

 

 When we are face with a battle, cracked pots need to turn to God to wrestle before God 

the battle, so that God can strength us for the battle.  When the battle is won, the glory goes 

to God.  Amen.   

 

  

 

 

 

  


