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 We are continuing our Advent sermon series, A Message for Cracked Pots.  We are 

looking at the genealogy of Jesus found in Matthew 1.  One would think that Jesus came from 

a lineage of saintly people.  We are finding out just the opposite.  Jesus came from people just 

like you and me, cracked pots.  The first cracked pot that we discovered was Abraham.  

Abraham is known as a man of great faith.  God told him to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  Abraham 

was obedient.  Isaac was not sacrificed, instead God showed Abraham a ram caught in a bush 

to use for the sacrifice.  Before Abraham passed God’s test of faith, though, Abraham was a 

liar.  He was afraid for his life when he traveled to Egypt, because his wife was very beautiful.  

Abraham told his wife, Sarah to say that she was his sister.  Not a man that you would want to 

put much hope in.  After he put his trust in God, he became a man of great faith and hope.   

 

 Last week, we found out about the scandalous affair of Judah and Tamar.   Judah was far 

from his family, his faith and God.   We discovered that Judah changed his life around.  He 

repented of his sin and was restored back into the family. His faith and his relationship with 

God were restored.  He became a man of faith once again.    When we wander in our 

relationship with God and we repent, then our relationship with God will be restored as well. 

 

 This week, we are going to discover that joy is available for cracked pots.   

 

 Let us pray.   

 

 There is a three-letter word that is proclaimed in many Hymns this time of the year.  It is 

hoped that many people have this attitude that is suggested by this three-letter word.  Can 

anybody guess the word?  Joy.  Is someone willing to give us a definition for this word, Joy.  

The Oxford dictionary defines this as a feeling of great pleasure and happiness.  Has there 

been a time, or many times, in your life when you have felt “Joy?”  Is there someone here that 

would be willing to share?  Examples would include the birth of a baby, weddings, healing 

from a sickness, eating lunch out with family and friends, watching a movie, having friends and 

family over for a get together, knowing that Jesus has paid the debt of my sin, knowing that 

God loves me, an awareness that God is always with me.   

 

 

 



 We are going to start by opening the Bible to the book of Ruth.  We spent some time in 

the book of Ruth in September of this year.   I want to give a quick overview.  The book of Ruth 

begins with the family leaving their home in Bethlehem because of a drought.  This is 

significant because Bethlehem means the house of bread. This part of Israel is where most of 

the crops are grown.  If this part is experiencing a famine, what is the rest of the country 

experiencing?  The family is made up of a father, mother and two sons.  They leave their 

country and settle in Moab.  Moabites and the Israelites have been enemies for many years.   

 

 While in Moab, both sons, Mahlon and Chilion married Moabite woman, Ruth and 

Orpah.  Tragedy strikes the family.  First the father dies and then the two sons die.  Leaving 

three widows.   

 

 Word reaches the family that the famine has ended in Bethlehem.  The mother, Naomi, 

decides to return to her home.  She is accompanied by Ruth and Orpah, the widows of her 

sons.  During their journey, Naomi realizes that Ruth and Orpah are going to have a difficult 

time surviving in Bethlehem.  She tells the women to return to Moab.  Orpah does.  Ruth does 

not.  Ruth says in Ruth 1:16-17.   

 

 Naomi and Ruth came to Bethlehem.  Naomi is met by some of her friends, Ruth 1:19-

21.  Mara means bitterness.  One would understand why Naomi would be bitter.   

 

 God is always working in our lives.  Amen.  God is working in the lives of Naomi and 

Ruth.  They may not have seen the actions of God but we can see them.  First, they return at 

the beginning of the barley season.  This means they will have grain for food.  This also means 

that after the barley season comes the wheat season.  They will have two kinds of grain for 

food.  They have come at the beginning, not the middle or the end.  God’s perfect timing.  

Second, Ruth goes to the field of Boaz to harvest the grain left behind by the cutters.  Boaz is a 

relative of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech.  Boaz is a very Godly man.  He is kind to Ruth and even 

allows her to harvest behind his cutters.  Boaz has informed the cutters to leave part of the 

harvest for Ruth.  Ruth harvests more than Naomi was expecting because of Boaz’s generosity.  

All part of God’s plan.  Boaz tells her to stay with his harvesters through the barley harvest and 

the wheat harvest.  Ruth obeys.  When  Naomi finds out the Ruth has been harvesting in 

Boaz’s field, she is filled with joy.  Boaz is not only kin of her husband, but Boaz can also be 

their kinsman redeemer.   

 

 As pointed out in the scriptures that Michael read, the kinsman redeemer was the 

person that took over the responsibility for the lineage of the man that died and also the care 

of his family.  In Ruth 4:9-10, Boaz takes on this responsibility.   

 



 In Ruth 4:13, Boaz is fulfilling his responsibility but not out of a sense of duty.  He is 

fulfilling it because he loves Ruth.  Through this love God blesses them with a son.  Listen to 

what the women are saying now to Naomi, Ruth 4:14-15.  What did Naomi want to be called?  

Mara.  Naomi’s name means “sweetness.”  I think if you read verses 16-17, Naomi would want 

to be called Naomi and not Mara.  Now, she is filled with joy, not bitterness.     

 

We are even told the name of this Son, Obed.  Obed means Servant of God.  Look in 

Matthew 1:5 Obed is part of the genealogy of Jesus.  Unfortunately, that is all we know about 

Obed.  He is only mentioned 3 other times in the Bible.  It all has to do with him being the 

grandfather of David.   

 

Redemption came to Ruth a Moabite, a foreigner in a foreign land, a widow. She had no 

means to support herself.  Redemption came to Naomi, a widow and mother who lost two 

sons.  Again, no means to support herself.  How they were both filled with joy when they were 

redeemed from their situation? 

 

Obed is in the genealogy of Jesus.  The Son of God who came to earth to redeem all of 

us.  It was Jesus’ blood that freed humankind from the bondage of sin and the punishment of 

eternal death.  It was Jesus’ death on the cross that was the conduit that made God’s 

forgiveness available to all who repented of their sin.  It was Jesus’ resurrection that provides 

for all who are forgiven to receive eternal life.  We should be people filled with joy not just 

during the Advent and Christmas seasons, but every day.  We have been set free.  Praise be to 

God!   

 

Once we were Cracked Pots, but by the blood of Jesus, His death and resurrection, we 

have been redeemed and filled with joy.  Amen. 

 

 


