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 We are continuing our sermon series “Freedom in Christ”.  Last week, we learned that 

there are no status levels in Christianity.  We are all sinners saved by GRACE, God’s 

Redemption At Christ’s Expense.  We also learned that the law does not bring salvation.  By 

following the law, we are not saved.  So, what is the purpose of the law? 

 

 Let us pray. 

 

 Before we barrel right into this message,  we need an understanding when we are 

biblically talking about the law.  Our first biblical understanding of the law is the laws (513) 

that God handed down to Moses.  Which is often referred to as the Mosaic Covenant.  We can 

probably quote as least ten of those laws, The Ten Commandments.  The second biblical 

understanding of the law is the entire Bible.  When the Psalmist says in Psalm 119:97, “Oh, 

how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day,”  we understand this to be not just the 

laws in the Mosaic Covenant, but the entire Bible.  We should read and meditate on all the 

Bible.  The Bible is our instruction manual for how to live in obeyance to God and live to show 

God’s love to others.  BIBLE = Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.   

 

 Neither obeying all the laws of the Mosaic Covenant, nor reading and meditating on the 

Bible is going to bring us to salvation.  As a matter of fact, the Bible points out the opposite.  In 

Deuteronomy  27:26, it says, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which 

are written in the book of the law, to do them.”  Cursed is a word that we normally do not use 

today.  The word means sinful.  Eighteen times is this word used in the book of Deuteronomy.  

Sixty-eight times in the entire Bible is the word used.  Five times in the New Testament.  Paul 

uses the word twice in Galatians 3:10 & 13.  Just a little side note, Deuteronomy  is the fifth 

book in the Torah and it means second law or repeated law. All of these laws were passed 

down by God to Moses.  These laws form the framework for how people are to live in 

community with God and each other.  Jesus considered all the laws and prophecies in the Bible 

are being important and relevant.  Jesus says this in Matthew 5:17-20. 

 

 

 

 

 



 When these laws were broken, sin or disobedience of God’s laws was the result.  God 

provided a  way through the sacrificial system for the people to be atoned.  The sacrificial 

system had a flaw.  The priests had to keep offering sacrifice over and over again to atone for 

sin.  God knew that this was a temporary solution until Jesus came and gave His life for all sins.  

The Book of Hebrews tells us of this more excellent solution to sin, Hebrews 9:11-14.  This is 

also what Paul is saying in Galatians 3:19.   

 

Paul says that the “Seed to whom the promise referred to has come.”  Who is this 

“Seed?”  We have kind of helicoptered into this chapter.  We need to go back to verse 16.  We 

find that God promises Abraham in Genesis 17:19, that God would make an everlasting 

covenant through Isaac.  When Abraham went up to Mount Moriah obeying God’s instruction 

to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, God instead provided the sacrifice.  This was a sign of what God 

would do in the future by giving His only Son, Jesus, as a sacrifice for all of us, Genesis 22:13-

14.    The “Seed” has now come to be our sacrifice.  The promise has been fulfilled.   

 

 Paul tells us the law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator.  Paul also 

tells us that God can not be the mediator, Galatians 3:20.  Who is this mediator?  It is none 

other than Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5-6.   

 

 Jesus is the atonement for our disobeying God’s law.  Jesus is the Seed that God 

promised Abraham.  Jesus is the mediator that God promised to us.  Now, we find out that we 

are made righteous not by the law, but by faith in Jesus, Galatians 3:21-22.  Salvation by Faith.   

 

 So, what is the purpose of the law?  The law was meant to be our guardian until Jesus 

came on the scene, Galatians 3:23-24.  In Galatians 3:25, Paul says that now that faith has 

come we are no longer under a guardian.  Some people have interpreted this to mean that 

now that Jesus has come, we no longer have to be obedient to God’s laws.  Jesus says that He 

did not come to abolish God’s laws, but to fulfill them.  Jesus goes on to say that we are to 

teach others to obey them as well.  Do we have a contradiction between Paul and Jesus’ 

teachings?  I do not think that we do.  Jesus says the two most important commandments 

were to love God and love our neighbors as ourself.  Paul says that we do not have to follow 

the dietary laws or the practice of circumcision.  Those laws and practices were so that the 

Hebrews could have healthy lives.  Jesus’ teachings are the framework of loving God, and 

loving others is the framework for us to confess our sins.  If I have said something that was 

derogatory to a person, that is sin, because I am not showing love to that person.  I need to 

confess that sin to Jesus and ask for forgiveness.  I also need to tell the person that I am sorry 

for my action.  If I have not prayed to God or opened my Bible or read my devotions, then that 

is a sin towards God.  I need to confess that sin and ask Jesus for forgiveness, then I need to 



set apart time in my day for God.  God’s law provides that framework for how we come to 

know that we have sinned against God and others.   

 

 It is through faith in Jesus that we are saved and become children of God, Galatians 

3:26.  How do we come to know this fact?  The answer is by being baptized in Christ, Galatians 

3:27.  Now this does not mean being washed by Jesus.  It is means that you have opened your 

hearts and accepted Jesus in.  It also means that God has provided the Holy Spirit to guide and 

direct us, John 14:25-26.   Jesus told the disciples to wait in the Upper Room until you have 

received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:4-5.   

 

 Let me review.  The law did not bring salvation, but is the framework of how we know 

that we are sinners in need of a savior. God promised a savior.   Jesus is our savior.  He gave 

His life as an atonement for our sins, past, present and future.  When we opened our hearts 

and allowed Jesus in, God provided us not only with Jesus, but with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 

Spirit teaches us about God and how we are live for God and with each other.  We then 

become the children of God through faith.   

 

 As children of God, we are all one in Christ, Galatians 3:28.  We are all also heirs to the 

promise that God made with Abraham and also heir to everlasting life with God, Galatians 

3:29.   

 

 In conclusion, the law can not save us.  The Bible can not save us, but God has provided 

guidance systems to bring us to Him for salvation.  The Bible is one of those guidance systems.  

It is God’s love letter to us.  God showing His love through promises, covenants.  Starting with 

the covenants to Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and the Israelites to the 

prophecies from the prophets and to the only way of salvation, Jesus is all found in the Bible, 

God’s love letter.  Another guidance system is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  The 

third guidance system is the Holy Spirit.  We receive the Holy Spirit, when we open our hearts 

and allow Jesus to come in.  These guidance systems show us how to receive salvation and to 

live for God and to live with each other.  All that God asks of us to have faith and to rely on His 

guidance systems. Salvation is only found by believing in Jesus.  Salvation by Faith.   Promises 

and Faith.  Amen. 

 

  

  


