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 Down through the centuries and even today, there are people that do not believe that 

Jesus physically suffered for them.  Their belief revolves around the idea that if God and God’s 

Son, Jesus, are Holy, omnipotent, and everlasting, then God would not suffer bodily.  God 

might suffer spiritually, but not bodily.   

 

 Jesus did not feel the slap on his face by the high priest, Caiaphas.  Jesus did not feel the 

40 lashes of the cat of nine tails ripping open the flesh on his back.  Jesus did not feel the 

thorns from the crown of thorns pressing into his head.  Jesus did not feel the weight of the 

cross beam.  Jesus did not feel the nails driven into his hands and feet.  Jesus did not feel the 

sheer agony of the crucifixion.  Jesus did not feel the mockery of the crowds.  Jesus did not feel 

the heartache of watching his mother and some others weep for Him.  Jesus did not feel the 

weight of humanity’s past, present and future sin being placed upon Him by God.  Jesus did 

not feel the pain of watching God turn His back on Jesus, because God could not look at His 

Son because He was covered with our sin.  Jesus might have felt all of this spiritually, but not 

bodily.    

 

 

 They even go as far to say that person that is depicted in the prophecy of Isaiah that was 

just read to us by Pastor Rob is not Jesus.  Instead, they say that the person is David, Eliakim, 

the nation of Israel, or even Isaiah or some other individual.  There may be people in this room 

that believe the same way.  Each one of us need to ask this question:  Am I Guilty of believing 

that Jesus did not suffer for me? 

 

 Let us pray.   

 

 Now, let us start to answer the question, did Jesus suffer for me, by providing evidence 

to support that the prophecy of Isaiah, written 600 to 700 years before Jesus came to earth, is 

about Jesus.  God knows our thoughts.  God must have been thinking surely, these people will 

have a hard time believing that what I had Isaiah write about the Suffering Servant is all about 

my Son, Jesus.  So, God placed in the Book of Acts, a little event to provide the evidence.   

 

 

 



In the Book of Acts 8:26-35, Philip is sent by an angel of the Lord to a location, the road 

from Jerusalem to Gaza to meet a man from Ethiopia.  This man is an important man.  He is an 

official in charge of the treasury of the queen.  He is most likely a Hebrew and very devout in 

his beliefs.  He has come all the way from the southern Nile region for the Passover 

celebration.  He is also reading the Book of Isaiah.  Unlike us, the custom in Eastern nations 

would have been to read the book out loud.  Philip hears what is being read.  He confronts the 

man by asking if he understands what he is reading.  The man responds, “How can I unless 

someone explains it to me.” This gives Philip an opening and by God’s Holy Spirit, Philip 

explains the person that he is reading about is Jesus.  So, God has given us confirmation that 

what Isaiah has written is directly referring to His Son the Messiah, Jesus.   

 

Now, let us return back to Isaiah 52:13-53:12 about the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus.    In Isaiah 52:13, we discover how Jesus will live His life.  We find that Jesus, first off, 

“acts wisely.”  This idea of Jesus acting wisely, would be for Jesus to act in a godly manner.  

Jesus would act as God would act.  God created all of us and God loves all of us.  God wants to 

heal all of us of our sickness.  Examples of Jesus “acting wisely” can be found throughout the 

Gospels.   I choose just one Mark 1:29-34.   Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law and also heals 

many people as well.  It has been recorded that Jesus performed 37 miracles in his three-year 

ministry.  We have no idea how many countless people that these miracles did touch.  We 

know of the personal miracles, like Peter’s mother-in-law, but we do not know how many 

people were healed.  The Bible simply says “all the sick and demon-possessed.   How about the 

people that Jesus fed with the boy’s happy meal of two fish and three biscuits?  We are told 

4,000 or 5,000 men, but we know that there were women and children that were fed.  The 

many that heard of Jesus teaching about the kingdom of God.  It did not matter whether you 

were young or old.  It did not matter whether you were rich or poor.  It did not matter what 

nation or area of a country that you came from.  Jesus healed them all.  Countless upon 

countless of people were touched by God’s love through His Son, Jesus.  Jesus “acted wisely” 

with everyone. 

 

 In Isaiah 52: 13, “He will be raised up, lifted up and highly exalted.”  This has a double 

meaning to it.  The first meaning is Jesus is very popular in his day.  Why would people gather 

along the roadside, take off their coats and cut palm branches, shouting “Hosanna! Blessed is 

He who comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosanna!”  His popularity was so well known that 

even Herod knew about Jesus.   (Luke 23:6-8)  One meaning of this phrase refers to Jesus’ 

popularity.   

 

 

 



 The second meaning refers to the way that Jesus is going to die.     In John 3:14-15, Jesus 

tells Nicodemus that Jesus is going to die by being lifted up on a pole, just like Moses lifted up 

the bronze snake.  Moses did this so that anyone looking at the snake would not die but live 

after being bitten by a serpent.  God caused the serpents to bite the people because of their 

sin.  If the people looked at the bronze snake, then they would not die but live.  This event 

foreshadowed of Jesus being lifted up on the cross to die for our sin. 

 

 In the next verse it says that “many were appalled at him – his appearance was so 

disfigured beyond that of any human being.”  The reason for this was the beating that He took.  

He was punished with a whip 40 times on his back.  On the end of this whip were glass or 

sharp bone or metal used to rip the flesh open.  A crown of thorns was placed on his head and 

pressed down.  All of this was done before Jesus even faced the cross.  The results of the 

crucifixion only increase his pain and suffering.   Isaiah 53:7-8 gives a graphic portrayal of all of 

this.  The most horrific part was God placing our sins on Jesus and turning His back on His Son. 

The pain that He suffered was meant for us.  Look at Isaiah 53:4-6.   

 

 This was all done for us.  This was all part of God’s plan to redeem us. Why did we need 

redeeming?  Our sin, our wrongdoings, our wanting to be God, broke the relationship that we 

once had with God.  In the Book of Genesis, God used to walk and talk directly with Adam and 

Eve.  They used to have conversation.  They used to have a direct relationship with God.  God 

gave them one command, “Not to eat of the tree of knowledge of Good and Evil.”  The devil 

convinced Adam and Eve that God was keeping them back from enjoying the fruit of this tree, 

because God did not want them to be God.  God wanted to keep the Godship all to Himself.  

So, the devil enticed them to take a bite and become God.  Immediately after taking a bite, this 

act disobeyed God.  Sin entered into the relationship and destroyed the relationship that 

humanity had with God.   God removed us from the garden, but not from His love.  Yes, the 

relationship was broken, but God had a plan in place to restore it.  Isaiah 53:10, Jesus’ death 

would be an atonement for our sins.  Atonement is a theological term for Jesus’ pain, suffering 

and death paying the price that we should have paid.  Jesus’ act of atonement restored our 

relationship with God.   

 

Let me try to explain Atonement.  In simplest of terms, it would be like you filling your 

car up with gas, and me paying for your gas.  Yes, I could pay for your gas, but I could not pay 

for you sins.  The payment of sin is death of the person who has never sinned.  I must readily 

admit to all of you that I have sinned.  So, I am not capable of paying for your sin.  The other 

part of this is that you have sinned and you are not capable of paying for my sin.    What a 

mess we are in! 

 

 



 

 The Good News is that what you and I are not a capable of doing, God has done for us 

through His Son, Jesus.  Jesus knew that this was all part of God’s plan.  Jesus was willing to 

leave heaven to come here to earth to be born as one of us.  To grow up as a human being 

experience all the pain and suffering that we could ever experience, yet did not sin.  Jesus who 

never sinned could pay the price of sin that you and I could never pay.  Jesus did this by be 

willing to suffer and die on the cross for us.  Jesus showed how much He loves us, by giving His 

life for us.  This evidence is found in Isaiah 53:11.   

 

 How should we show our gratitude to Jesus for what He has done for us?  Be like Philip.  

Explain to others what Jesus has done, so that they will know about Him.  Then they can 

accept the relationship that God offers to them through the bodily suffering and death of His 

Son, Jesus.   

 

 Isaiah 53:12.  Am I Guilty of not believing that Jesus suffered bodily for me?  I hope not, 

but only you and God can answer that question.  Amen. 

 

  

 

  


