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 After 30 years of marriage, I can testify that there are very few times when my wife is 

not correct.  “Honey the car is making a strange noise.  Can you hear it?”  I reply, “No, I cannot 

hear anything.”  Several weeks later, I am putting a new water pump on the car.  “Honey, can 

you smell that sewage smell in the basement?”  I reply, “No, I cannot smell a thing.”  

Sometime later a plumber finds that the sewage pipe was not capped off after a restoration.  

After being here for 9 months, I hope that you can see that JoAnn and I are a ministry team.  

After all, JoAnn answered God’s call to ministry before I did.  God had been working on me for 

some time.  God told JoAnn that I was going into ministry.  She told me and I laughed at her.  

Like I said, there have been very few times when JoAnn has not been correct.    Am I Guilty of 

not listening to wise counsel?  Yes!   

 

 Let us pray.   

 

 Again, this morning, we find ourselves at the point of time known as “Good Friday.”  

This day is the day that Jesus is arrested.  He is sentenced to die on a cross.  He is whipped 

with 40 lashes.  The Roman soldiers, mocking, place a crown of thorns on his head.  He carries 

that heavy cross beam up the hill to Golgotha. God places your sins and mine on Jesus.  Jesus 

dies and is buried in a borrowed tomb.  Jesus does all of this because of His love for you and 

me.   

 

 There are so many people that are involved in all of this:  Jewish high priest- Caiaphas, 

Jewish Sanhedrin, Romans soldiers,  Roman governor- Pontius Pilate, the crowds the disciples 

and the women.   This morning, we are going to be focusing on one woman.  This woman is 

only found in one of the books of the Bible, Matthew.  She is only found in one verse in 

scripture, Matthew 27:19.  The Bible does not even tell us her name.  We are only told that 

she is the wife of Pontius Pilate.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



We have to look at historical records to find out that her name is Claudia.  The historical 

records also tell us that she is the granddaughter to Emperor Augustus.  Through an arranged 

marriage, she is married to Pontius Pilate.  This arranged marriage is very beneficial to Pontius 

Pilate.  This gives him enough political standing for him to be appointed the Governor of Judea 

in AD 26.  Part of his governing duties is to preside over the Jewish Passover festival.  Now, it 

was highly unusual for the governor’s wife to accompany him to Judea.  Claudia must have 

asked for special permission from the Emperor Tiberius, her father.  Claudia must have had a 

lot of persuasion over her father and her husband.   

 

In Luke 22:66, we find that Jesus is brought to Praetorium, the Roman Governor’s state 

house, “as soon as it was day.” So, early in the morning, Jesus is brought to Pontius Pilate. 

 

Claudia wakes after having what we would call bad dreams or a nightmare.  Now, the 

Bible tells that one of the ways that God speaks to us is in dreams.  Examples are found in both 

the Old and New Testament.  Joseph becomes second in command in Egypt, because God has 

given him the ability to interpret dreams.  Joseph finds himself in prison in Egypt, because of 

false charges.  While in prison, Pharoah becomes angry with the chief baker and chief 

cupbearer and they wind up in prison with Joseph.  The chief baker and chief cupbearer have 

dreams.  With God’s help, Joseph is able to interpret their dreams.  In Genesis 40:20-22, the 

chief baker is executed and the chief cupbearer is restored.  Later on, Pharaoh has two dreams 

that none of his magicians and wise guys can interpret.  The chief cupbearer remembers 

Joseph in prison.  Joseph is summoned to interpret the Pharoah’s dreams.  With the help of 

God, Joseph does just that.  He tells Pharoah that the first dream is that there will be seven 

years of plenty.  The second dream is that there will be seven years of famine.  The seven 

years of famine will consume all of the years of plenty.  Joseph suggested that the Pharoah 

needs to build storehouses to store the grain during the seven years of plenty, so the nation 

will survive the seven years of famine.  In Genesis 41:39-40, Pharaoh listens to this wise 

counsel, puts Joseph in charge.  Another Joseph, this time in the New Testament, listens to 

wise counsel from a dream.  In Matthew 2:13-15, we find this example.  Dreams are one of the 

ways that God uses to give us wise counsel.  Now, not all dreams are God speaking to us.  The 

dream may be the result of that chili dog that you ate late at night.   

 

Now, you might be thinking how do I know that my dream is God trying to give me wise 

counsel?  Glad you asked.  There are three ways to confirm whether your dream is God giving 

you wise counsel.  These are:  1) it comes with a supernatural sign, 2) it is part of an ongoing 

conversation, and 3) it contains divine wisdom.   

 

 



Let us look at what I mean by the dream coming with a supernatural sign.  I am not 

talking about that lightning hits the tree in your backyard.  That just means that you need to 

be inside your house.  What I am referring to as a supernatural sign is that the information is 

obviously coming from heaven.  This can be confirmed by a sermon that you hear in church or 

on the radio or internet.  It could also be a song or something else that you have heard.  What 

has been heard is confirmation about your dream.  Now, I would caution you, that what is in 

your dream is not going to cause harm to you or someone else.  That is not from God.  Also, 

we need to be careful not to manipulate the message.  Manipulation would be that God told 

me in my dream that God is going to give me a brand-new car.  So, I am going down to the car 

dealership and pick me out my car.  In reality, God may have said that I want you to journey to 

a place and meet a particular person.  God may not provide you with a brand-new car for this 

journey.  Instead, we need to take the wise counsel of Habakkuk 2:2-3.  If the dream is from 

God, then God will make the dream clear to us.  We need to watch and wait.   

 

The second way to determine whether the dream is from God is it a part of an ongoing 

conversation.  In Matthew 1: 18-24, Joseph is deciding whether to divorce Mary for her 

unfaithfulness.  Joseph is having an ongoing conversation with God.  I can just imagine Joseph 

before he goes to sleep at night is asking God, what should I do about Mary.  This could be in 

connection with the prayers that you have been praying.  Prayer is our ongoing conversation 

with God.  God knows what we are experiencing.  In Romans 8:26-27, the Bible tells us that 

even when we do not know what to pray, God’s Holy Spirit prays for us.  I have had several 

people that have lost loved ones tell me that they have prayed to see their loved ones just one 

more time.  God has heard that prayer.  God has fulfilled that prayer either in a vision or a 

dream.  Once more I need to caution us, that God hears and God answers every prayer.  

Sometimes the answer is “no.”  Sometimes the answer is “yes.”  Sometimes the answer is 

“wait.”  The answer that God gives to you is up to God.  However, you know that the dream is 

from God, because it can be an ongoing conversation with Him.   

 

The third way to determine whether the dream is from God is does it contain divine 

wisdom.  By examining the dream, is the message something that God would say.  Does the 

dream reflect the nature of God?  Does the dream bring peace and understanding?  Does it 

produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit?  If you do not know what the fruit of the Holy Spirit is 

there is a list in Galatians 5:22-26.  Is this something that Jesus would say?     

 

If a dream is from God, then the dream will always reflect God’s nature and heart as 

revealed in Jesus.  The message in the dream will bring peace and understanding.  It will also 

produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit in you to keep you in line with God’s will.  The message will 

help you live a godly life and always point you back to a trusting relationship with God.   

 



Claudia knows that Pontius Pilate is conducting government business and she cannot 

interrupt him.  In Matthew 27:19, she decides to send him a note.  Now, Pontius Pilate must 

have valued Claudia input, because to his credit he takes time to read the note from his wife.   

Just did not just stick it in his pocket or toss it on the table.  He reads the note.   

 

This is mostly likely the reason why Pilate takes the unusual step as described in 

Matthew 27:24-25.   Pilate, listening to the wise counsel of his wife, washes his hands.   But in 

verse 26, he stills hands Jesus over to be crucified.   

 

 Am I Guilty of not listening to wise counsel?  Only you and God can answer that 

question?  Amen.  


