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 We are continuing our sermon series:  Prophecy Fulfilled.  We have looked at how the 

Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus, of which there are 400, were all fulfilled by Christ 

in the New Testament.  We have seen how the prophecy of Elijah coming to prepare the way 

for the Messiah was fulfilled with the conception of John by an elderly priest, Zechariah and 

his wife, Elizabeth.  Last week, we heard the angel, Gabriel, announce to a virgin named Mary 

that she was to be the mother of God’s son, Jesus.  This week, we are kind of taking a little 

detour.  The New Testament scripture leads us to Mary visiting her cousin Elizabeth.  There is 

no prophecy in the Old Testament that prophesied that this event was to happen.  The angel, 

Gabriel, did leave Mary this tidbit of information in Luke 1:36. 

 

 Let us pray.   

 

 When Mary was told by the angel, Gabriel, that she was going to be the mother of God’s 

son, her life got extremely complicated and dangerous.  If we look back to Luke 1:27, we 

discover that Mary was “pledged to be married to a man named Joseph.”  This was an 

arranged marriage.  Most likely the father of Mary had arranged with Joseph a marriage 

contract for Mary to become Joseph’s wife.  A dowry or bride price was part of the agreement.  

The father would set the amount of the dowry or bride price and the husband-to-be must pay 

it.  There may have been a period of time for the husband-to-be to come up with the funds to 

pay the agreed upon amount.  This was a legal, binding contract.  A “divorce” was the only way 

that the contract could be broken.  If Mary had been found to be pregnant by another man, 

she would have been guilty of adultery.  In Leviticus 20:10, we have the penalty for adultery.  

Both the man and woman are put to death.   

 

 Mary knew this.  She must have told Joseph.  As one would expect, Joseph is not happy 

about his wife’s unfaithfulness. On top of that, she has made up this cockamamie story of 

being visited by an angel and the Holy Spirit of God has impregnated his wife.   Joseph must 

have told Mary that he needed time to think about this. 

 

 Now God knows each one of us better than we know ourselves.  God knew what 

Joseph’s reaction was going to be.  In Matthew 1:18-25, God sends an angel to Joseph in his 

dream.  Just as a reference, Matthew 1:23 is a direct quote from the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14.  

We looked at this prophecy last week.   

 



 Just a little trivia for you this morning.  Does anyone remember who I told you in the 

Aaronic succession of the high chief priest, if it was followed in Jesus day, would be?  The 

answer: Zechariah.  If the Davidic kingdom was still in power, who would be king?  The answer:  

the carpenter, Joseph.   

 

 While Joseph is off to contemplate, Mary decides that she can not stay in Nazareth.  

Some one is sure to find out about her pregnancy.  The angel told her about her cousin, 

Elizabeth being with child.  So, as it says in Luke 1:39-40, Mary goes to see Elizabeth.  Mary 

arrives at the home of Zechariah and Elizabeth.  As custom to do, even today, one knocks and 

calls out, “Elizabeth are you home.  This is your favorite cousin Mary to see you.”  Forgive me, I 

added in the dialog.  I do not think that I am that far off.  Look at verse 41, “when Elizabeth  

heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb.”   

 

Not only did the baby recognize Mary has the bearer of God’s son, but Elizabeth does as 

well.  Look at the end of verse 41, “Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Now, I do not 

know of anyone who is filled with the Holy Spirit who can hold back from praising God and 

speaking His word.  This was the same for Elizabeth, she says in verses 42 -45, “In a loud voice, 

blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!”  But why am I so 

favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of your 

greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed is she who had 

believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!”   

 

As Mary was traveling to Elizabeth’s house, she must have felt, “God why did you 

choose me?  I am just a young girl pledged to be married to Joseph.  I am nothing special.  I am 

now facing the possibility of being stoned to death.  Why, oh, why did you have to choose 

me?”   

 

I told you earlier on, God knows us better than we know ourselves.  Mary, a single 

mother to be, must have been thinking this way.  She must have been filled with doubts about 

whether this was God’s plan.  She needed confirmation that what she was doing was what 

God wanted her to do.  Many faithful people in the Bible have doubts and need this 

confirmation as well and God provides it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Everyone faces doubt.  God calls us to step out of our comfort zone.  We need that 

confirmation and encouragement from God.  We need to know that what we are doing is what 

God wants us to do.  Sometimes, God even tests us to move past our doubt and to show us 

how faithful we are to Him.  For example, God testing Abraham to offer his only son, Isaac, as 

a sacrifice.  We find this in Genesis 22:1-2.  Abraham did what the Lord had commanded.  

Abraham took Isaac on top of Mt. Moriah and prepared the altar for the sacrifice.  As they 

were going up the mountain, Isaac having helped his father with the sacrifices before, 

suggested that they were missing something, verse 7.  In verse 8, Abraham answers his son.  In 

verse 9, the altar is constructed and properly prepared.   Then in verse 10, Abraham bounds 

his only son, Isaac and at God’s instruction places Isaac on the altar for the sacrifice.  God 

intervenes in verses 11-13.  Abraham, filled with joy, responds in verse 14.   

 

Mary is confronting her own battle of doubt, but after hearing Elizabeth’s 

encouragement, her doubt goes away.  Instead, she makes a pronouncement of joy.  This is 

found in Luke 1:46-55.  This is known as The Magnificat.  The Magnificat is Latin for my soul 

magnifies the Lord.  I want you to listen as I read this beautiful expression of Mary’s 

thankfulness to God.   

 

Mary said that “from now on all generations will call me blessed.”  Mary didn’t know 

that her first born’s destination would be a cross.  Mary didn’t know that God would not have 

a ram caught in the brush to substitute for Jesus.  Mary didn’t know that this was all part of 

God’s plan for Jesus to come here on earth.  How Mary’s heart would be broken countless 

times?  In the end though, Mary would be the first to see our Son resurrected, never to die 

again.  Mary would be the one to receive the Holy Spirit as well as 120 men and women 

gathered in the Upper Room at Pentecost.  Look at Acts 1:12-15.   

 

Mary didn’t know any of this was going to take place.  She simply put her faith and trust 

in God.  As she had told the angel, Gabriel, “I am the Lord’s servant.”  Amen.   

 

  


